
The Bioveterinary Science sector is an exciting 
new area of employment for graduate scientists. 
It contributes to the pharmaceutical, food and 
agricultural sectors as well as medical-based 
industries, biomedical research, animal nutrition 
and veterinary public health.
 
At Athlone Institute of Technology we offer 
Ireland’s first Bioveterinary Science degree 
programme. While Bioveterinary Science is an 
established branch of science in the UK, AIT 
currently offers the only Bioveterinary Science 
degree in Ireland. AIT’s BSc (Hons) in Bioveterinary 
Science (AL 842) is dedicated to the investigation 
of life processes and the exploration of  the 
inter-relationships between living organism. It is a 
multi-disciplinary degree programme which allows 
the graduate scientist access to a wide range of 
career options. Career pathways include veterinary 
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diagnostics, microbiology, breeding and 
genetics, regulatory affairs, agrifood, 
biopharmaceuticals and research.
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The programme has been designed to include modules 
covering the study of life forms, from molecules to 
organisms and from populations to ecosystems. The 
degree is divided into a number of  specialisations 
covering the Biological, Life and Animal Sciences. The 
uniqueness of AIT’s Bioveterinary Science degree is 
that it explores the interactions between these three 
branches of science and how they influence one 
another.  The programme also has a strong emphasis 
in bioveterinary laboratory techniques and students 
on this programme will also receive training and an 
opportunity to achieve certification in laboratory animal 
science.

Why study this course at AIT?
This bioveterinary science degree is unique to Ireland. 
It is a multi-disciplinary degree in science which 
allows the graduate access to a wide range of career 
options. All of this is designed to produce bioveterinary 
scientists who play an important part in the nationwide 
promotion of animal health and welfare.

Career Pathways
This programme opens the door to a diverse range 
of interesting career opportunities. Graduates may 
develop their careers in research institutes, in advisory, 
regulatory and development services, in the agrifood 
industry and the agrichemical and biopharma industry. 
It also offers a route to further study at MSc and PhD 
level, while broader aspects of study allow graduates 
to develop careers in areas such as management and 
commerce. Graduates may go on to further study for 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education or may transfer to 
graduate entry programmes in Veterinary Medicine.

Work placement
Students have the option of undertaking a placement 
module over the summer of year 3. While this does not 
contribute to your degree in terms of credit or marks, 
it will help you gain valuable workplace experience.
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Year 1
Chemistry, Biology, Bioveterinary 
Anatomy and Physiology, Physics, 
Mathematics for Scientists, Learning 
and Development for Higher Education, 
Current Scientific Issues through 
Enquiry Based Learning.

Year 2
Large Animal Husbandry, Veterinary 
Infection and Disease Control, 
Biochemistry, Microbiology, 
Bioveterinary Clinical Laboratory 
Techniques, Analytical Techniques, 
Organic Chemistry and Probability and 
Statistics.

Year 3
Bioveterinary Parasitology, Advanced 
Cell Biology, Ecotoxicology, Clinical 
Animal Nutrition, Animal Breeding and 
Genetics, Bioveterinary Public Health 
and Epidemiology, Quality Control 
and Experimental Design, Ecology of 
Terrestrial Ecosystem, Animal Behaviour, 
Clinical Trials. Plus an Optional Work 
Placement.

Year 4
Bioveterinary Biotechnology, Toxicity 
Testing Methods, Pharmacology, 
Bioveterinary Immunology, Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship, Project, Veterinary 
Pharmaceuticals, Herd Management 
Strategies, Regulatory Affairs and 
Legislation. 
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