
BA (hons) in Animation and Illustration
Course code: AL861 FAQ’s  

Where should I apply?
All applications for the BA (hons) in Animation and 
Illustration should be made through the CAO website 
- www.cao.ie 

When is the portfolio assessment?
The portfolio assessments will take place on March 
3rd and 4th, 2022. You will receive a letter detailing a 
date and time for you to bring your portfolio to the 
Athlone campus for assessment a number of weeks 
beforehand.

Mature applicants (over 23 years)
Mature students will be asked to attend a short 
interview with a portfolio assessor to ensure their 
suitability for the programme.

Portfolio requirements
Each portfolio is worth an additional 600 points 
outside of leaving certificate points. The points 
requirements change each year. The most up-to-date 
information is available through the CAO website. 

Portfolio guidelines
One completed sketchbook: Applicants must 
submit at least one sketchbook. The assessor is 
looking for evidence that the applicant is passionate 
about drawing. Drawing from life is important; 
observational, quick sketches that capture the world. 
Applicants can also include original character designs 
(no fan art), storyboards and comic pages. Doodle 
and explore the world around you. Show us what you 
are interested in.

8-10 pieces of artwork: These pieces should 
demonstrate the applicants skills in drawing and 
painting through tone, line, colour and mixed media. 
Explore everyday objects, pets, family and friends in 
everyday locations such as in the home or outside. 
Include photographs of large artwork, set building, 
stopmotion models or similar pieces. 

Animations should be uploaded to YouTube and a 
link should be emailed to portfolio@ait.ie before the 
submission date. Include your name as per your CAO 
application.  

We do not expect you to have animation in your 
portfolio. This is just a guideline.

Can I submit a digital portfolio?
Yes.  Digital applications can be sent to email: 
portfolio@ait.ie on or before March 4th 2022. 
However, we advise that you should present your 
portfolio in person if you can so that we can see your 
work in its best format.
Digital submissions via email must be a PDF 
document and can be no more than 25MB. Name 
your files with your own name and course reference 
e.g.  ‘Joe Bloggs AL861 file 1.pdf’.  Name additional 
files ‘Joe Bloggs AL861 file 2’ etc.  If you are submitting 
animations upload them to YouTube and include a 
link on the first page of your PDF document.  

Portfolio results
You will be notified by letter two weeks after your 
assessment with the results.  You must receive at 
least 240 points to pass the assessment stage of your 
application.

Contact us
Yvonne Hennessy
Course Coordinator
Tel: + 353 (0)9064 71872
Email: yvonne.hennessy@tus.ie
Web: www.ait.ie/courses/al861

Student Testimonial
“My time at TUS Midlands 
has been an inspirational 
experience, allowing creative 
minds like myself to shine 
bright and prove their skills to 
become stand-out, talented 

graduates. The well-structured course of Animation 
and Illustration provides an intimate learning ground 
similar to what is expected in a working environment, 
full of positive energy and caring staff who are driven 
to guide and assist you in your creative expression. 
What makes this course stand out is the integration 
of both traditional and digital animation as well 
as an impressive range of illustrative techniques 
which leads to some beautifully unique and varied 
creations.”
Shane Mc Dermott, BA (hons) in Animation and 
Illustration, 2021.  Animator at Cartoon Saloon.
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