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Health and Safety Policy Procedure & 
Guidelines for Postgraduate Research Projects  

Introduction 
Post graduate research project work is an important part of a student’s studies, allowing them 
to develop valuable skills and to make a contribution to the knowledge base in their respective 
discipline. In AIT there is a vast and diverse range of research project work on offer and which is 
supported by the Institute Faculties and Research Institutes.  
Depending on the research project work, the potential hazards can vary significantly and it most 
important that they are identified, risk assessed and good standards of health and safety are 
maintained.   
Athlone Institute of Technology’s duty of care extends to ensuring that health and safety risks 
created by research projects are appropriately managed and controlled to mitigate the risk to 
appropriate levels that ensure good standard of Health and Safety are being maintained.  

Policy  
It is the policy of the Institute to reduce, so far as is reasonably practicable the Health and Safety 

risks associated with research project work activities in line with legislative requirements and 

best practice. Nothing in this policy shall supersede in whole or in part the requirement for 

postgraduate students to comply fully with the AIT Institute Ethics Committee procedures or 

their approved work practices.  

Purpose 
This policy is intended to provide a formal and structured risk assessment system for ensuring 
individuals performing research projects undertake a health and safety risk assessment & the 
resulting H&S control measures are implemented. It is also intended to clarify the health and 
safety roles and responsibilities of staff and student involved with research work on behalf of 
the Institute.  

Scope   
This Policy applies to all Institute management, staff and post graduate students involved in 
either managing, supervising or undertaking post graduate research project work. It includes 
project activities both on and off the AIT campus which come under the full control of AIT  or 
shared control between AIT and a partner 3rd level educational establishment or AIT approved 
private organisation.  

Definitions  
For the purposes of this Policy only, the following definitions apply: -  
 
Postgraduate Student in AIT 
A student registered with Athlone Institute of Technology who continues to study for an 
advanced degree (i.e. level 9 or above) after earning a bachelor's degree (usually level 8). 
Students in AIT are generally registered/assigned to the Faculty/Department that supports the 
discipline related to their research work.  
 
Assigned Academic Supervisor –  
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A member of the AIT academic faculty or department lecturing staff assigned to supervise 
postgraduate student’s researchers for the duration of their registered research work.  

Responsibilities & Duties 
 

Dean of Faculty  
Is responsible for ensuring that this policy & procedure is applied within their faculty and shall 
ensure that: -  
 
Any postgraduate research ‘Project Work’ undertaken by i) students registered with the faculty, 
or  taking place within areas (e.g. laboratories) coming under their Faculty  management control 
comply with this policy’s & its procedures.  
 
Faculty health and safety management systems are in place to support the implementation of 
this policy.  
 
Have in place Faculty administrative systems for collecting & retaining records of approved post 
graduate research risk assessments. These records should be easily accessible to both staff and 
student undertaking research work.  
 

Heads of Department  
Is responsible for ensuring that this policy is applied to all  academic department staff and 
department registered Post graduate students  under his/her control and shall ensure that : -  
 
All postgraduate research ‘Project Work’ undertaken by students registered with the faculty and 
taking place within the department or under their department’s management control, comply 
with this policy’s & its procedures. 
 
Any postgraduate planning to undertake research project work within their department or 
using department facilities, undertake the project work in accordance with this H&S Policy its 
procedures and departmental safety procedures.   
 
That the assigned faculty/departmental academic supervisors support the Postgraduate 
undertaking the risk assessment and that all required approvals are obtained before any project 
work is undertaken.  
 
That there are relevant, sufficient and appropriate safety measures & resources in place in 
Institute areas under their control to provide for the safe operation/execution of any approved 
research project work.  
 
That the academic supervisors and researchers make themselves familiar with all relevant 
departmental safety documentation and abide by its safety requirements.  
 
That risk assessment approval processes are being followed to ensure that any ‘significant risks’ 
associated with student research projects are mitigated to appropriate levels.  This is particular 
relevant to work being undertaken in laboratories, workshops, or process facilities under their 
control. 
 
That both the Academic supervisor and the Postgraduate Student are trained to be able to 
undertake and complete the risk assessment process.  
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Assigned Academic Supervisor/Research Supervisor 
The hazards that may be associated with postgraduate student research project work are varied 
and many, from low risk, desktop work to higher risk project work, involving laboratories, 
workshops and fieldwork.  Assigned Academic Supervisors are responsible for ensuring that 
that their assigned postgraduate student  has risk assessed the research project work and the 
appropriate health and safety control measures have been implemented.  
 
The assigned Academic Supervisors should: - 
 
Ensure an adequate risk assessment has been carried out and signed off – Follow the Health and 
Safety Procedure & Guidelines for Postgraduate Research Projects as set out in this policy.  
 
Ensure that their assigned Postgraduate Research Student is aware of Institute safety protocols 
and that for any changes to their planned Research project work, are aware they need to consult 
on these proposals with their supervisor as they may require additional RA work and 
authorisation.  
 
Ensure students receive any necessary supervision appropriate to the nature of their work, the 
risk involved and their level of experience. This should include reasonable checks that students 
are working in accordance with agreed methods.  
 
Where part are all of the research work is to be undertaken in one or more campus 
laboratories/facilities, including those not directly under the control of the student’s registered 
Faculty or department. The supervisor should ensure the Postgraduate Student consults with 
the staff member in charge of that facility so that the appropriate local risk assessment and 
safety approvals are obtained. 
 
Ensure their assigned Postgraduate Research Student receives adequate induction and training 
where required, particularly where students will be using laboratory or workshop facilities.  
In cases where work is planned to be undertaken in the Research Institute Laboratories under 
the BRI or MRI, specific lab H&S Induction will be required and will be provided by appropriate 
Research Hub management. 
 
Where part or all of the postgraduate student’s research work is to be undertaken, outside of 
the Institute and under the control of a different organization, the academic supervisor must 
ensure the post graduate student has met that organisations H&S requirements prior to 
undertaking any work.  
 
In cases where the post graduate student needs to undertake part are all of the research work 
outside of the Institute, (e.g. areas controlled by a local authority). The academic supervisor 
must ensure that the post graduate student prepares and completes a risk assessment which 
takes account of the relevant hazards, statutory requirements and that the required control 
measure are implemented prior to undertaking any outside project work.  
 
Ensure post graduate research project relevant contact details are stored within the 
Department and/or Faculty for any students travelling away from campus and that regular 
contact is kept with the student.  
The relevant details can be included in the risk assessment form POST GRADUATE RESEARCH 
PROJECT WORK RISK ASSESSMENT FORM. 

 
If there are any uncertainties or concerns regarding project work or its approval the assigned 
Academic Supervisor should seek further advice from colleagues and the Head of Department or 
seek advice from the Safety Office. 
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Postgraduate Student  
Is responsible for ensuring they adhere to the full requirements of this policy and it procedures 
and shall ensure:   

 
That they undertake a health and safety risk assessment of their research project work activities 
and submit the completed risk assessment to their academic supervisor for review,  
recommendations and authorization to proceed. Appropriate methods of work and precautions 
should be identified as part of the approval process. If there are queries about safety, your 
assigned Academic Supervisor should give advice or direct students to information. 
  
Especially for Laboratory & Facility work, data collection cannot begin before the risk 
assessment has been approved by the relevant Faculty/Research Institute or Department.  
 
Ensure that the safety control measures established by risk assessment for their project work 
are implemented fully prior to undertaking the planned work. 
 
Take reasonable care of their own safety, health and welfare and that of others when conducting 
their research project work activities.  
 
Attend all required Health and Safety training. Work within their capabilities and limitations 
and do not carry out any activity or use any equipment until they have completed any required 
training.  
 
Make themselves aware of the safe procedures, notices and requirements associated with their 
research activity.  
 
Follow any instructions given by other supervising staff (e.g. lab technicians)  
 
Inform their supervisor of any reason (e.g. medical or pregnancy) which might affect their 
ability to perform any part of the research activity or increase the risk presented.  
 
Report any defects in equipment/machinery at the place of work and any unsafe systems of 
work to their academic supervisor or manager responsible for the equipment. 
 
Report accidents, incidents and any difficulties arising (e.g. significant pain) immediately to 
their supervisor.   
 
Follow methods outlined in the, a) Institute & Local area safety management systems, b) Ethics 
committee requirements and, c) inform their assigned academic supervisor prior to making 
changes to their project work, as it may need a review of the risk assessment.   
 
Travel outside of Ireland: - Where projects involve travel the student should complete the risk 
assessment as fully as possible for approval to be given. It is accepted that some details are 
unlikely to be available at the start of the project (i.e. exact travel dates, contact details etc.). 
Prior to travel the student must review the assessment and submit it to their academic 
supervisor.  
The Faculty should ensure they are aware of the location of their students and that contact is 
maintained as appropriate. If a student requests travel to a country which the Department of 
Foreign Affairs recommends against travel (or only essential travel) approval will be referred to 
the Head of Faculty, who may consult the ‘Vice President & Registrar for Academic Affairs’ if 
necessary.  
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Students must check in all cases for Institute Insurance cover in relation to their foreign travel, 
special arrangements may need to be put in place by the Institute (via the Faculty) and where 
circumstances exist a student may need to make their own arrangements prior to travel, which 
should include repatriation, medical treatment, personal possession etc.  

Procedure - Risk Assessment & Project Approval Process 
All proposed postgraduate research ‘Project Work’ will need to follow the requirements of this 
procedure, undergo risk assessment and ensure any resulting control measures are 
implemented.  
This procedure will guide both the Postgraduate and her/his Academic Supervisor through the 
steps to be undertaken to complete the RA process and ensure any research work that is 
directed in full or part by AIT is undertaken, to ensure that the appropriate Health and Safety 
controls will be implemented and maintained.  
There is a huge range and diversity in the types of research projects work undertaken by 
students across the Institute, and a student may need to use a number of different Institute 
facilities (e.g. Chemistry Laboratories or Mechanical Workshops) as part of their project work. 
While this process is designed to identify most activities, it is not designed to provide a risk 
assessment for all, but where the need to use an Institute facility is identified, it will direct the 
student and her/his supervisor to the relevant management in control of that facility and its 
local Safety management systems/requirements and procedures.   
For example a student planning to use any of the services provided by these facilities (e.g. 
Research Institute such as the Bioscience Research Institute or Materials Research Institute) 
will have to follow that Facility’s Safety Management Systems and Procedures. This can include 
additional Safety requirements such as an ‘Access Control’ training procedure, Local RAs (e.g. 
covering use of chemical or biological agents etc.), and ‘Permit to Work’ policies and procedures.  
There is also a declaration and authorisation element to these procedures which can be found at 
the end of the form ‘POST GRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT WORK RISK ASSESSMENT’ 
It must be signed by both the Postgraduate and her/his assigned Academic Supervisor. 
 
The procedural steps are set out below and must be followed by the Post 
Graduate Student and their assigned Academic Supervisor where indicated: -  
 

1.  Only Research Project Work which in its totality, falls within the scope of ‘Low risk 
Project work’ (i.e. desktop based project work only and does not involve any laboratory 
work, workshop work, fabrication work, construction work or field work, etc.) is 
exempted from having  to follow this procedural requirement, as it is deemed to present 
as ‘Low Risk Project Work’. (Note – the Institute Ethics committee requirements still 
apply). 
 

2. All Postgraduate Research Project work which fall outside the scope of item 1 above, 
shall undergo risk assessment and all identified control measures are to be implemented 
as appropriate to protect the student, and any other persons during the relevant 
element of the assessed project work activity.  
 

3. To comply with the Procedure, the Post Graduate must complete the ‘POST GRADUATE 
RESEARCH PROJECT WORK RISK ASSESSMENT’ Form (see below).   
 
How to complete the RA form: - 

i) Complete Part 1: Student details, Project Title details, and outline of Project 
work. 
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ii) Complete Part 2: To be completed by the Postgraduate, ONLY, if a part of the 
Research Project Work will need to be performed in an Institute Facility such 
as a Laboratory (L) or Workshop (W) or Process Facility (PF). 

 
iii) Complete Part 3 - To be completed by the Postgraduate  for all other 

Research Project Work excluding On-Campus  Laboratory/Facility Work  
 

iv) Completing Part 4:  Declaration and Authorisation. To be completed by the 
Postgraduate Student planning to undertake the Risk Assessed, Research 
Project Work (i.e. the Declaration). Also to be completed by the Postgraduate 
Student’s assigned Academic Supervisor (i.e. the Authorisation to 
Proceeded).  

 

4.  The completed Risk Assessment form must be signed & dated by the Researcher and 

submitted to their academic supervisor for approval. 

 
5. Prior to receiving authorising to proceed, the Academic Supervisor or the Faculty/Head 

or Head of Department may require or place additional safety requirements or 

precaution on the planned project. The postgraduate must include these requirements 

on the form and then resubmit for Authorisation to proceed.  

 

6. For Postgraduates that completed Part 2 of the form i.e. where part of the research work 

needs to be undertaken in one of the Institute laboratory or Process facilities such as a 

Research Laboratory.  The potential hazards in these facilities will differ from one 

another (e.g. biology lab vs a chemical lab) as will the safety management 

systems/precautions & protocols. In these circumstances, the Postgraduate will need to 

follow the safety procedures in place for that Institute facility; which should include 

completing a specific risk assessment of the activity to be undertaken for working in that 

facility and the control measures demonstrating compliance with the facility’s safety 

procedures. E.g. in BRI and MRI controlled lab areas, chemical and biological Agent Risk 

Assessment will need to be carried out. Again, no work may be undertaken without a 

signed completed risk assessment and the approval of the supervisor and the facilities 

manager or Director.  Note: - All projects which involve the use of scientific laboratories 

will require specific risk assessment, usually completed on a COSHH assessment form. 

 

7. After Authorisation and prior to beginning work: - The Postgraduate Student must 

ensure that all approved control measures identified by the risk assessment process are 

implemented (this includes all training requirements). 

8. Un- Authorised Project work: - If appropriate precautions to control risks cannot be 

accommodated or agreed, then approval for the project may be declined by your 

supervisor, head of department or manager of the AIT unit.  
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Appendix 1 

 Research Project Hazard Identification & Control Checklist 
This guidance is intended to support the Post Graduate Student  in identifying potential hazards 
associated with planned research project work. It will assist in determining safety control 
measures needed to reduce the risk to acceptable levels.  It is by no means an exhaustive list but 
it gives an indication of the many types of research project and a sample of the associated 
hazards. For additional Support contact the AIT Health and Safety Office email fsweeney@ait.ie 
 

On-Campus Activities  

Chemical Research Work Hazards  Examples of Control Measures for Consideration  
Working with Chemicals  
The research project involves 
working with chemicals, 
undertaking chemical 
experiments, working in 
Institute chemical laboratories 

Hazardous chemicals, 
unattended experiments, 
lone working, lack of 
knowledge of emergency 
precautions, lack of 
competence in the use of 
laboratory equipment. 

Laboratory work: 
Does the Laboratory have a safety plan or manual, PPE 
requirements, and lab waste requirements? 

Risk Assess Experiment: 
Risk assess the experiments planned to be undertaken in the 
laboratory. Use the SDS and inventory information to help 
you to identify all potential hazards. (SDS sheets 
Information on chemicals you are using and safety 
precautions). 

PPE Experiment Requirements:  
Specific PPE may be required for experimental work and 
training to use it properly. 

Working with Chemical 
wastes 
Researcher working 
with/generating chemical 
waste outside of a laboratory 
environment 

Hazardous chemicals, 
Hazardous chemical disposal  

Risk Assess Experiment: 
Establish PPE requirements 
Establish waste management disposal plan for generated 
waste – materials need to be disposed of in an Institute 
approved manner. (Note: check with your supervisor to see 
what local procedures are in place) 

Biological Research Work  Hazards  Examples of Control Measures for Consideration 
Working with Biological 
Hazards  
 
The research project involves 
working with Biological 
Agents, 
And/or working in a biological 
laboratory environment. 

 Biological contamination: 

e.g. Infection, Allergies,  
Asthma, Harm to unborn 
child. Un-attended 
experiments; lone working;  
lack of knowledge of 
emergency precautions;  
lack of competence in the 
use of lab equipment. 

Laboratory work: 
Does the Laboratory have a safety plan or manual, PPE 
requirements, and lab waste requirements? 

Risk Assess Experiment: 
Risk assess the experiments planned to be undertaken in the 
laboratory. From inception to regulatory waste disposal.  

PPE Experiment Requirements:  
Determine what specific PPE is needed for your experiment, 

and get training on how to use it properly. 
Working with Animals Zoonosis 

Any risk of infectious disease 
from working with animals e.g. 
Cryptosporidium 

Risk Assess Experiment: 
Risk assess the planned research work and follow Institute & 
Faculty safety protocols. 
Follow all PPE and Hygiene procedures and decontamination 
procedures.  

Working with Biological 
Waste  
Researcher working 
with/generating Bio hazard 
waste  outside of a laboratory 
environment  

Bio Hazards  Risk Assess Experiment: 
Establish PPE requirements 
Establish waste management disposal plan for generated 
waste – materials need to be disposed of in an Institute 
approved manner.  

mailto:fsweeney@ait.ie
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On-Campus Activities 

Mechanical Research Work  Hazards  Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

Operating Mechanical 
Apparatus/Machines/Equipm
ent 
(Note: In a workshop/laboratory 
environment)  
The Research Project involves the 
Researcher operating mechanical 
equipment. 

Entanglement, trapping, 
crushing, etc., sudden 
failure,  
Competent to operate 
equipment? /equipment 
guards, PPE competence, 
lone working etc.   

Competence Operating: 
Sufficient Training Knowledge, Experience to operate 
Machine/equipment 

Competence PPE: 
Workshop rules (e.g. requirements for PPE for general 
workshop rules) 

Approval to access Workshop 
E.g. workshop safety training 

Electrical Research Work  Hazards  Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

Constructing/altering 
Electrical /electronic 
apparatus  
(workshop/laboratory environment)  

Shock, Fire, Exposed 
circuits, explosion etc... 

Use low voltage or battery powered equipment/tools. 
DO NOT LIVE TEST ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT;  
Obtain training in correct use of equipment;   
Pre-use inspections maintenance testing; PPE 

Physical Research Work Hazards  Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

High Places  Falls/ material falling/ 
slipping, unguarded mine 
shafts, unstable cliffs 

Stay away from tops and bottoms of steep slopes, mine 
shafts, etc. quarry/cliff/bank edges 
Post graduate students are not permitted to work in 
Mines and quarries. If it is absolutely necessity, you will 
need to obtain approval from the Head of Faculty and 
the Institute insurance company will need to be 
requested to amend the existing policy.  

Manual Handling  
 

Manual Handling of loads 
where there is a risk of 
injury 

Manual handling risk assessment: 
Ensure minimal manual handling  
Use handling aids. 

Discuss temporary limitations 
It may be possible to alter the nature of the task 
undertaken to reduce the risk of injury or it may be 
necessary to reduce the amount of manual handling 
for the specific task. 

 

OFF CAMPUS ACTIVITIES  

Category Hazards Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

Farming/Forestry Industry  
 
The Research Project involves the 
Researcher working offsite and 
using equipment. 

Competence using 
machinery, equipment 
guards, PPE, felling, static 
and mobile machinery, 
lone working etc.   

Competence Operating: 
Sufficient Training Knowledge, Experience to 
operate Machine? 
Competence PPE: - requirements for PPE 
Approval to access sites -E.g. external company 
induction training.  
Insurance  
AIT insurance needs to be checked to ensure the 
proposed activity is covered and the conditions.  

Farming Livestock Animals e.g. Bulls/cows, 
pigs, etc... 

Warning signs, Permission to access land, correct 
attire, PPE ,  Check Institute Insurance for cover 
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Boats 
The Research Project involves 
travelling and/or undertaking 
research work from boats 

Sinking, fall overboard, 
drowning, Mechanical 
hazards 

External provider emergency procedures  
National inland waterway authority guidance.   
PPE - Life Jackets, All weather gear 
Communication systems (Note mobile phones will 
not work off shore – ship to shore radio needed) 

Excavations, mines, quarries, 
confined spaces 
The Research Project involves the 
Researcher working offsite with 
who are undertaking these 
activities. External companies and 
operating theses and using 
equipment. 

High hazard activities  These activities are not permitted to be 
undertaken. 
Request for exception need to be made to the 
relevant Dean of Faculty. 
 
Note (current AIT insurance will not provide cover 
for these activities).  

Category Hazards Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

Microbiological research work 
- off site  

Weil’s Disease PPE – includes Long sleeve rubber gloves for fresh 
water sampling  
Awareness of risks and symptoms 

Lyme disease PPE – workwear that covers torso, legs and arms, 
gloves, boots. 
Awareness of the risk and symptoms 

Algal toxins  Nitrile gloves - Hand hygiene 

E coli  Nitrile gloves - Hand hygiene  

Chemical research work on 
off-site Water courses/waste 
sites  

Hazardous chemicals, 
flammable gases  

Stay out of water, test kits, correct clothing, 
purification methods, local knowledge, 
avoidance, PPE 

 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES 

Category Hazards Examples of Control Measures for 
Consideration 

Lone Working  Isolation  Should not be permitted without special 
conditions & documented permission from the 
Supervisor & his/her manager. Comply with the 
Institute Out of Hours/Lone Working Policy & 
Procedures  

Health Pre-existing conditions  Health declaration – special arrangements to put 
in place.  Pre travel GP & vaccinations 
Ensure all travellers have appropriate health 
insurance   

Pregnancy  Hazards to pregnant 
Researcher and their 
unborn child 
 

Institute Specific Pregnancy Risk assessment 
applies  
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Appendix 2 

Post Graduate Research Project Work Risk Assessment Form 
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POST GRADUATE RESEARCH PROJECT WORK RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 

Part 1 – To be completed by the Postgraduate Student, providing details of their registration, assigned 
Institute Faculty or department, an outline of the research project work,  and duration of the full term of 
study with AIT 
Name of Post Graduate Student 
undertaking the Research Project: 

 

AIT Student Number :  

 AIT Student Assigned Faculty :  

Name of the Academic Supervisor & 
Faculty : 

 

Title of the Research Project :   

Registration Start Date and End Date  
(your start date as a Research Student &  your 
planned End date – Final bound hand up date)  

 

 

Provide a brief outline of the proposed 
Research Project Work activities planned 
to be undertaken: -  
 

Prompt: - Outline the types of project work activities to take place; for 
example items to be constructed/fabricated, e.g. surveys, water sampling, 
and machinery to be operated, experiments to be undertaken etc. 
 

 

PG Student Contact Mobile Phone No 
(required for emergency situations) 

 

 

Part 2 – To be completed by the Postgraduate, ONLY, if a part of the Research Project Work will need to be 
performed in an Institute Facility such as a Laboratory (L) or Workshop (W) or Process Facility (PF)  
Please indicate with a ‘X’ in the Yes column if any of the following apply:  YES 

I will need to undertake part of my Project Work in an Institute Chemical Laboratory   

I will need to undertake part of my Project Work in an Institute Biology Laboratory  

I will need to undertake part of my Project Work in the Applied Polymer Technologies (APT)  

I will need to undertake part of my Project Work in a Mechanical Engineering Workshop  

I will need to undertake part of my Project Work in a Civil Engineering Laboratory  

For other types of Laboratory (L) or Workshop 
(W) or Process Facility (PF) not included above, 
please provide a brief details of Facility type. 

 

For the Type of facility indicated above, please provide further information on the facility details: - 
i.e. Facility Name, Room Number, Location on Campus, & where relevant the Name of the AIT research Institute or Faculty that controls the 
Facility. 

 

Important Notice:  
Post Graduate students who intend to undertake work in any of the above Institute Facilities are advised that these 
facilities are managed locally, either by, Faculties, Departments or Research Institutes and will have in place Local 
Safety Management Controls. These Safety Controls can include the requirement to undertake a local risk assessment 
(e,g, mandatory Chemical and Biological Agent Risk Assessments for BRI and MRI controlled labs), and/or additional 
safety measures coming under the heading of ‘Permit to Work’ (i.e. a student can be required to undertake additional 
RA work, receive training to obtain approval to access the facility and implement additional safety precautions to 
permit the work to be undertaken in the facility’s work area. 
In summary the steps to be taken are: -   
1) The Postgraduate student with the assistance of their assigned academic supervisor should contact the Manager 
in charge of the relevant Institute Facility and acquire & complete their Risk Assessment (RA) template. 
2) The completed RA should be review by their academic supervisor and any recommendations taken on board. The 
approved RA should then be submitted to the relevant facility management.  
3) Only when the relevant (L, WS, PF) Director/HOD or manager in control of the facility approves the Post graduate 
RA will the student be directed towards any additional safety requirements, such as safety training, access approval 
and Permit to Work approval with conditions.  
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Part 3 - To be completed by the Postgraduate  for all other Research Project Work excluding On-Campus  Laboratory/Facility Work ( see Part 2) 

Post Graduate Student Research Project Work - RISK ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 

  Describe the Part of the 
Planned  Project Activity 
Under Assessment   

Hazard 
(identify the Hazards associated with 
the Planned Activity)  

Control Measures that will be 
Implemented 

(identify the safety measures that must be put in place to reduce 
the risk to your safety to an acceptable level i.e. you must always 
reduce the risk level to Low (i.e. RRR must achieve a low rating)  

(RRR)  
 

(i.e. RRR= High, 
or Medium or 
Low) 

(Sample/Examples given below) Note: - The ‘Research Project Hazard Identification And Control Checklist’ will assist you in identifying 
potential Hazards, & control measures associated with different types of research projects. 

 

Work factors: (examples) 
E.g.: dealing with the public, 
interviewing on sensitive issues, lone 
working, driving, working on boats, 
laboratory work; biological, chemical 
hazards etc. 

   

    

Site specific factors (Off Campus in 
the field):  
E.g.: remote area, construction site, 
local endemic diseases, etc. 

   

    

Environmental factors (Off Site 
activities): 
E.g.: extremes of temperature, 
altitude, weather conditions, tidal 
conditions, cliffs, bogs, caves, 
mountains etc. 

   

    

Equipment: 
E.g.: operation of machinery, use of 
specialist equipment, manual 
handling/transportation, compressed 
gases, etc. 

   

    

Other: 
Detail any special arrangements 
required, i.e. permissions required, 
foreign travel, etc. 

   

Note:  The Post Graduate Student should use a blank version of this template and if required use additional pages to undertake the assessment. 
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Part 4:  Declaration and Authorisation  
To be completed by the Postgraduate Student planning to undertake the Risk Assessed, Research Project Work (i.e. the Declaration).  
To be completed by the Postgraduate Student’s assigned Academic Supervisor (i.e. the Authorisation to Proceeded).  
Note: - This stage of the process can only be completed if the Student has completed the full risk assessment and has taken on board and 
safety conditions and recommendation from the Assigned Academic Supervisor.  
  

Postgraduate Health and Safety Declaration  
I declare that I have completed the required Health and Safety Risk Assessment for the above identified part of my planned Research 
Project Work. I will ensure that research work on the Risk Assessed elements of my project will only take place after all the identified 
Safety Control measures have been implemented.   
 
Risk Assessment 
undertaken and 
completed by : - 

Name (Please Use BLOCK CAPITALS)  

Signature:  
Position:  
Date:  

 

 

Assigned Academic Supervisor’s Authorisation to Proceed 
 To be completed by the assigned Academic Supervisor to the Post Graduate 

 
Authorisation 
To proceed: 
 

Name (Please Use BLOCK CAPITALS)  
Signature:  
Position:  
Date:  
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