
 

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY 

 

Project Title: “Irelands Plastics Industry: The Correlation between Bioplastics and Sustainability” 
 
Project Description:  
Businesses and consumers need to plan for the scale of technologies changes and advancements that 
are occurring in today’s world. In 2018, world plastics production totalled around 359 million metric 
tons. BioICEP (Bio Innovation of a Circular Economy for Plastics) project is presenting a sustainable 
route to mitigate against the unintended consequences of plastic pollutions. This research project 
recognises the need for the plastic industry to adopt and use bioplastics for sustainability. Drawing 
from the business and information systems literature on technology adoption and use (TPB, TAM, 
UTAUT), this research focuses on a number of variables on how employees within Ireland’s plastic 
industry adopt and use bioplastics. Using a triangulation research approach, the student will survey 
employees from the plastics industry, analysis the data and depending on the results from the 
quantitative analysis will conduct follow up interviews to clarify findings.  

Duration of Project: 4 years. Stipend of 1000 per month including fees to the value of €5750 per 
year. 

Funding Agency: President’s Doctoral Scholarship 2019    

Type of Degree Offered: PhD  

Minimum Qualifications/Experience Necessary/Any Other Requirements: 

- Third level qualification in business, social marketing, biotechnology or related discipline 
- The candidate must be highly self-motivated and passionate about a career as a researcher; 
- Ability to work independently and self-manage  
- Candidates must have strong written and oral communication skills;  
- We are looking for an enthusiastic person who has good communication skills and ability to 

work within a multidisciplinary team  
- The candidate must include a personal statement as to why they feel they are deemed suitable 

to undertake the research project. (Maximum word count 1000 words). 
 

Research Supervisors: Mrs Aisling Keenan and Dr. Margaret Brennan Fournet 
 
For further information please contact:  Mrs. Aisling Keenan akeenan@ait.ie 0906468060 
 
Applications:   Download Application Form at 
https://www.ait.ie/research-and-innovation/postgraduate-research-opportunities 
 

mailto:akeenan@ait.ie
https://www.ait.ie/research-and-innovation/postgraduate-research-opportunities


Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is 5pm Friday 31st January 2020 
Please submit your completed application: pro@ait.ie  
 
By Post to:  President Doctoral Scholarship Awards, Office of Research, Athlone Institute of 
Technology, Dublin Road, Athlone Co. Westmeath  
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