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The idea
The idea for a prize to commemorate and celebrate Caoimhe, her creativity, her unique individuality, and her extra specialness as a person was something which Paul and I have seen as a way of making something positive out of what has been the hammer blow we all suffered almost two years ago.
In close collaboration with Maureen, Noel and Thady we reflected on what we could do to enable us to look forward, and create something constructive out of such a tragedy.  We also wanted to do something which would look to the future and reflect in some way what it means to be moving into one’s twenties, - the openness, creativity, idealism, the sense of everything being possible, those snatches of genius and immortality, which are so present in the lives of all of those who stand on the threshold of their twenties. The prize should in some way capture the essence of this moment which you, Caoimhe’s classmates are living, and where everything can be possible.

The Piece
Aphrodite (in Greek), Venus (in Roman) mythology is at the centre of our European civilisation and has inspired countless generations of painters, poets and sculptors down through the ages. The Goddess of Love symbolising all that is positive in our humanity, an absoluteness of emotion and feeling, which links us with generations past and to come. 

This particular representation of Aphrodite, executed by the Greek artist Yannis Souvatzoglou, uses the traditional idiom of bronze along with the more modern material of plexi-glass. The concept blends the traditional with the contemporary, to create what are a timeless piece reflecting openness, a warmth, and strength of personality, which were important traits of Caoimhe’s character.  While the bronze is a classic material conveying permanence and an earthbound character, the plexi-glass reflects the light, and provides a transparency and lightness which lifts us to a more ethereal plane. The head facing left in the eyes of the viewer, reminding us of where the heart is situated in the human torso, provides a visible reminder of the warmth that the piece seeks to convey.

The piece has been chosen because of its timeless nature, and its universality, and because artistic expression knows no boundaries. It is also a form and shape which has been used by Caoimhe in many of her sketches and drawings as a teenager, and which we treasure.

The Prize
Caoimhe had spent a good number of months struggling with her choice of course after her first year.  Like many students she had doubts about whether her choice was the correct one for her, whether it responded to the very high challenges she set herself as an individual, and as someone for whom making the right decision was very important.  Like all creative people decisions came at the end of long process of soul searching.  As 2008 progressed she firmed up on her commitment to her choice of course and she had an increasing clarity about the direction she wished her education and her art work to take.
The Caoimhe Feerick- Ryan Memorial Prize therefore has been instituted to reflect this choice, this commitment, and this sense of moving into a new phase which has been well prepared for.  

It is of course important to understand what the prize represents and where it comes from.  However it is also a prize which looks outwards and to the future and which, we hope will develop a life of its own in ways which we may not imagine today. We hope that it will provide an inspiration to others, to those of you students who are about to enter a new phase of your personal and professional development where creativity, imagination, new ways of looking at things and a sense of flair, will be important in helping you to develop your own independent styles. We hope it will also be a prize which will offer encouragement when things are difficult and direction unclear, and that it will encourage the holder to push out the boundaries, to look at the familiar in new ways, and to see their work in a broader European and international context.  
The prize has two components: the Aphrodite Figure, to be held in the college with arrangements made to display the name of the prize winner each year, and a financial award of €500. It will be awarded for the first time in October of this year and thereafter on an annual basis.  We hope that the fund we have established will grow in the coming years in order to ensure the sustainability of the prize.
The prize should also establish an ongoing link with the work of AIT in the visual arts, a link initiated by Caoimhe, and one which, I am sure would have developed in a very significant way.
Thanks
Caoimhe’s classmates have been a wonderful source of motivation as they have taken on board the idea of a prize and we would like to congratulate them on integrating its launch into this very successful Design at AIT week.

From the very beginning, when Paul and I discussed this idea, initially with Paul Nash one of Caoimhe’s lecturers and later with Eddie Ryan senior lecturer, Owen Ross head of Department, and Marion Fitzgibbon head of the school of Humanities, we have met with enthusiasm and support which has been very helpful as we developed the idea over the last year or so. 
We would like to thank all of you very warmly for this support and also the College authorities, in particular   Professor Ciaran O Cathain, for his personal interest, as well as his support and encouragement in bringing this prize to fruition and enabling us to launch in so befitting a manner.
It gives me great pleasure therefore to formally launch the Caoimhe Feerick Ryan Memorial prize and to wish it every success in contributing to supporting Art and Design at AIT and the successful careers of its students.

Thank you.
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